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This presentation aims to analyze the strategies employed by deaf Argentine Sign Language (LSA)
signers to conceptualize perspectives in LSA narratives, using a cognitive linguistic framework. Although
there is a considerable amount of literature on this topic for signed, written, and spoken languages, as
well as co-speech gestures, there has been no research conducted on LSA. According to Langacker
(2008), perspective is a viewing arrangement that captures the overall relationship between the
"viewers" and the situation being "viewed." Cognitive perspective starts with bodily viewpoint within a
real physical Ground of experience (Dancygier & Sweetser 2012). In signed languages, the physical
Ground is always present as they construct meaning through the signer's body and space. Signers use
different physically visible articulators in space to construct one or more perspectives sequentially or
simultaneously (Engberg-Pedersen 2015).

| analyzed a selection of LSA narratives produced by adult deaf LSA signers and transcribed them using
ELAN, including glosses with information on the strategies used to create and recruit reference, such
as placing and pointing constructions (Martinez & Wilcox 2019; Wilcox & Martinez 2020; Wilcox &
Occhino 2016). | also described the actions taken by other articulators, such as body posture, body
orientation, and eye gaze, which have been shown to play a key role in other signed languages
(Engberg-Pedersen 2015). Finally, | coded the perspective(s) used throughout each narrative and
consulted with a deaf LSA signer who is part of our research team to ensure that the coding accurately
represents the perspective(s) used from the point of view of deaf LSA signers.

Our analysis revealed that, as in other signed languages, LSA uses three types of perspective: observer
perspective, character perspective, and mixed perspective. LSA signers employ various articulators to
establish a relation between what is being "viewed" and the "viewers." The body of the signer serves as
the reference point from which other entities are described, narrated, and understood. Body orientation
and eye gaze construct the links between the chosen perspective(s) and other meaningful locations
(called Places), where other referents are created and recruited.
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